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South Lyon High School 
SIP Meeting Minutes 

March 21, 2018 
 
Present: Melissa Baker, Superintendent; Chad Scaling, Principal; Jim Brennan, Assistant Principal; John 

Mackson, Jon Mayer, Michael Murphy, Teachers; Michele Darket, Support Staff; Michael Keller, Parent; 
Joey Clement, Carmen Sweigard, Students 

 
The meeting began at 2:35 p.m.   
 
Announcements 

 Deputy Dave Walker, from the Oakland County Sheriff’s office, has been hired as our SRO (School Resource 
Officer) through the end of June, 

 Paul Walton, Chief Assistant Prosecutor at Oakland County Prosecutor’s Office, spoke to the students on 
March 21 regarding responsible social media. 

 Spring sports are up and running with some teams starting games/matches this week. 
 
 

Upcoming Dates 

 March 30-April 8 Spring Break, No School 

 April 10  9th & 10th graders take PSAT, 11th graders take SAT with Essay;  
  No school for 12th graders. 

 April 11   11th graders take ACT Work Keys (am only); 9th, 10th, and 12th graders will have an  
  abbreviated schedule this day. 

 April 18   11th graders take M-Step; All students attend school; 11th graders test during the regular  
  school day. 

 
 

Old/New Business and Community Announcements 

 Jon Mayer, current AP Biology teacher, presented his recommendation for adoption of a new AP Biology 
textbook.  The College Board requirement is for teacher’s to use a book that is less than 10 years old, and the 
current one being used is 10 years old this year.  Jon collaborated with the AP Biology teacher at SLEHS in 
reviewing 2 textbooks from the Campbell Reese publisher in proposing the purchase of “Biology in Focus, AP 
Edition.   
 

 The Lifechanger Award Decision Process - John Mackson, physics teacher, received this award in the amount 
of $7,500 for the school.  With input from the staff, it was decided that the majority of these funds it was 
suggested the money would be used for sensors and probes for the Science department.  The SIP committee 
approved this recommendation.  After the sensors and probes are purchased, the staff will determine how to 
allocate the remaining funds. 

 

 Graduation Banner – The SIP committee approved the purchase of a new banner to match the newly designed 
graduation announcements.  The former banner had a regal lion logo on the top of the banner, which was 
eliminated from the banner and announcements.  The cost of the updated banner is $3,260. 

 

 School Finance Research Collaborative - Melissa Baker, Superintendent, shared findings from the School Finance 
Research Collaborative committee.  This was a statewide study examining school funding in Michigan and their 
findings were released in January, 2018.  They felt, “a child’s zip code should not determine a child’s education and 
opportunities.”  The committee also worked in concert with the nation’s two leading school funding research firms to 
develop the report. Listed below are some of their conclusions: 
- The base per-pupil cost to educate a regular education K-12 student in Michigan is $9,590, which does not 

include transportation, food service or capital costs, and only includes pension costs at 4.6% of wages. 
- Charter schools should have the same baser per-pupil funding for a regular education student and the same 

adjustments to the base amount that traditional districts receive. 
- In addition to the base per-pupil cost, a percentage of the base cost should be provided for special education, 

English Language Learners, students living in poverty and programs to provide Career and Technical Education. 
- Visit fundmischools.org to view the full report and learn more. 
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 Strategic Plan – Melissa Baker shared information regarding the Strategic Plan for the District.   During a 2016-17 

school year, a committee of SLCS parents, staff, students, and administrators, representing all building across the 
district, as well as a variety of community members participated collaboratively in the Strategic Planning Process to 
develop four goals in the areas of: 

1) Community and Communications 
2) Resources 
3) School Culture 
4) Curriculum/Instruction/Assessment 

Details of the action plan will be implemented over the next five school years (2017-2022).  More information can be 
found on the district website, www.slcs.us. 

 

 South Lyon Education Foundation – Melissa Baker shared information on the recently formed South Lyon Education 
Foundation.  The mission of the SLEF is to augment and enhance educational programming within South Lyon 
Community Schools. Through planned giving efforts, grants, scholarships, and fundraising, the foundation seeks to 
have a positive impact on the current generation of students who make up South Lyon Community Schools, as well 
as those who follow. http://slefoundation.org  A current goal for this year is to award a $500 scholarship at each of 
the two high schools.  The SLEF is also hosting a Grub Crawl at local restaurants on April 26, 2018. 
 

 Honors Assembly – With the change to two-marking periods beginning this year, consideration needed to be given as to 
hold Honors Assemblies.  With input from Department Facilitators, it was suggested that the Honors Assemblies 
would be held in the fall to recognize recipients of the Principal’s List, Honor Roll, and Academic Letter on a week 
night in the fall.  The SIP committee agreed with their recommendation.  Department awards and Subject awards will 
be given in the classroom at the end of the school year.  Listen, Learn, Exert, Respect awards are currently awarded 
to students individually by a staff member. 
 

SAC/School Improvement/NCA Updates 

 Mr. Scaling attended a meeting earlier this week to complete the School Improvement Report.  This is the last 
year of the current reporting format.  The report will be streamlined beginning next year. 
 

Student Council Update 

 Juniors on the council are planning for the Prom to be held on June 1st at Laurel Manor. 

 The SLC3 group, which deals with the school culture and climate, will distribute a survey at the end of May.  
Jim Brennan, Assistant Principal, is the advisor of this group. 

 
 
The meeting adjourned at 3:30 pm.  The next SIP meeting will take place on April 18 at 2:30 pm. 
 

 
Submitted by, 
Michele Darket 
Principal’s Secretary 

http://slefoundation.org/

